
A brief history.

In 1989, by decision of the Union of Theatre Workers of the USSR,
the First Festival of Dramatic Theatres of the Republics of Central Asia and
Kazakhstan  "Nauruz"  took  place  in  Almaty.  In  1990,  Bishkek,  in  1991,
Dushanbe,  and  in  1992,  Tashkent  alternately  picked  up  the  baton  of  the
festival "Nauruz". Participation as guests of theatre groups from Azerbaijan,
Turkey and Tatarstan at  the festival  of  1993 in Ashgabat  revealed a great
potential and the need to expand the geographical framework and define a
new, higher status festival "Nauruz".

However,  the  collapse  of  the  USSR  and  the  subsequent  deep
transformation of the socio-political system in the entire post-Soviet space led
to  the  breakdown of  long-term cultural  ties  and  the  suspension  of  many
creative undertakings. It happened to the  festival "Nauruz", which, having
arisen as an annual event, had not been holding for five years. 

The  revival  of  the  festival  “Nauruz”  took place  in  1998,  due  to  the
initiative of the leadership of  the Republic  of  Tatarstan,  which decided to
hold  the VI International theatre festival of Turkic Peoples “Nauruz”  in
Kazan.  The  festival  brought  together  the  best  theatre  ensembles  of  the
republics of Central Asia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkey, and the theatres of
Bashkortostan,  Tyva,  Khakassia,  Chuvashia,  and  Yakutia  were  also
represented  at  the  festival  as  well.  The  Grand  Prix  of  the  festival  was
awarded to Galiaskar Kamal Tatar State Academic Theatre for “The Second-
sighted” based on the play by Z. Hkakim, staged by the People’s Artist of the
USSR Marsel Salimzhanov. From now on, the festival acquired its home in
the  land of  Tatarstan,  received International  status  and had been holding
every four years.

The VII International  theatre  festival  of  Turkic  Peoples “Nauruz”,
which was held in 2002 in Kazan, confirmed its high status; leading theatre
critics from Moscow, St. Petersburg, Almaty, Istanbul have identified it as a
cultural  event  that  sets the development  paradigm of  the common Turkic
theatrical process.  The Grand Prix of the festival was awarded to Crimean
Tatar  Music  and  Drama  Theatre  for  the  play  "Carmen"  by  P.  Merimee
(Simferopol, Ukraine).

The VIII  International  theatre  festival  of  Turkic  Peoples "Nauruz"
was held in 2005 as part of the 1000th anniversary celebration of the founding
of Kazan. The Grand Prix of the festival by the unanimous decision of the
judges was awarded to G. Kamal Tatar State Academic Theatre for the play
"The Black Burka" based on the play written by G. Khugaev and directed by
F. Bikchantaev.

The IX  (2009) and  X  (2011)  International  theatre  festivals  “Nauruz”
became a special event in the cultural life of the Turkic peoples, reaching a
wide international level. The festival program was significantly expanded, for



the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  festival  “Nauruz”,  the  show  included
performances  of  puppet  theatres  playing  in  the  languages  of  the  Turkic
peoples, traditional areal forms, as well as demonstrations of performances
by guests of the festival - several theatres invited from Europe and Asia.

In order to create a truly fraternal atmosphere and constructive creative
dialogue,  the  judges  work  and  the  prize  awards  in  nominations  were
excluded from the festival program. It was now decided to hold  “Nauruz”
every two years. 

As  practice  of  the  last  festivals  “Nauruz” has  shown,  combining  the
performances and off-program events had a great difficulty. Therefore, it was
decided to hold the I International theatre and education forum under the
auspices of the festival “Nauruz”, in which the leading teachers from Russia,
the  CIS  and  foreign  countries  hold  master-classes,  seminars,  lectures  on
topical  issues  of  theatrical  art.  This  event,  unprecedented  for  the  Turkic
world,  took  place  in  Kazan  gathered  over  250  theatre  leaders  from  22
delegations from the Russian Federation and the CIS countries,  received a
wide response both in the media and from the public members. 

In  June  2012,  2014,  2016,  2018  with  great  organizational  and creative
success  the  II-VI  International  theatre  and  education forums  were  held,
where leading experts worked in all fields of theatre business.

And in  2020,  despite  all  the  restrictions  associated  with  the  COVID
pandemic,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  festival  and  educational
movement “Nauruz”,  the VI International theatre and education festival-
forum was  held  entirely  in  an  online  format.  Lectures,  seminars,  and
laboratories on theatre pedagogy, directing, acting, the art of the actor and
director of the puppet theatre, management, PR technologies, scenography,
theatrical criticism, and the work of the literary and artistic production part
of the theatre were held for forum participants in online conferences. For the
first  time  in  history,  a  record  number  of  participants  took  part  in  the
education forum – more than 700 people from all over the world. Teachers
and speakers of the online forum were selected from among the most famous
and authoritative specialists in Russia and abroad.

Also,  within  the  framework  of  the  VI  International  theatre  and
education online festival-forum "Nauruz", an international scientific online
conference on new directions of theatre pedagogy and training «Challenges
of  the  Mind"  was  held.  The  conference  was  organized  by  the  Tatar  state
Academic  theatre  named after  G.  Kamal  and the  World  Theatre  Training
Institute AKT-ZENT/ MIT together with the network of Higher Education in
Performing Arts ITI/UNESCO (World Theatre Institute under UNESCO).

In  2013,  the  XI  International  theatre  festival  of  Turkic  Peoples
"Nauruz" took place. The guest program was expanded, the event’s visual
appeal  was  enhanced,  theatrical  concerts  reflecting  the  uniqueness  of  the
cultural treasury of each Turkic people. The honorary guests of the festival



were the leading Russian theatre ensemble “School of Dramatic Art” with a
performance staged by an outstanding director and teacher Anatoly Vasilyev
“Pushkin matinee” and “Meno Fortas” theatre with a performance “Divine
Comedy” by the world-famous director Eymuntas Nyakrosyus.

In addition, theatre managers and directors of leading theatres, teachers
of theatre schools in Europe and Asia visited the festival as honoured guests.
In particular, such famous personalities in the world of theatrical pedagogy
as  the  president  of  the  IIT/UNESCO  network  for  higher  education  in
performing arts and director general of IIT/UNESCO, artistic director of the
AKT-ZENT Theatre Training Institute, teacher, professor Yuri Alshits. 

In  2015,  the  XII  International  theatre  festival  of  Turkic  Peoples
"Nauruz", was  devoted  to  the  theatrical  culture  of  the  brotherly  Kazakh
people and gave rise to the tradition of devoting each subsequent festival to
the theatre of one of the participating countries or republics. As part of the
innovations,  exhibitions  were  held,  several  Kazakh  performances  were
shown at once, and lectures were given to make guests and participants learn
more about the richness and diversity of theatrical Kazakhstan. 

The XIII International theatre festival of Turkic Peoples "Nauruz" was
dedicated to the culture of Yakut people. The performances of various forms
and directions were presented, representing the culture of the Sakha-Yakut
people.

In 2019,  the XIV International theatre festival of the Turkic peoples
"Nauruz" was  dedicated  to  the  theatre  culture  of  the  Republic  of
Bashkortostan.  The variety of  forms and themes of Bashkortostan theatres
largely  determines  the  vector  of  development  of  the  national  theatre  of
Russia.  The  viewer  remembers  bright,  spectacular  productions  of  a  great
shape, and chamber performances.

The  festival  "Nauruz" traditionally  encourages  inter-theatre
connections: productive exchange of creative experience, improvement of the
aesthetic  level  of  theatrical  production,  activation  of  tour  activities,
promotion of  new forms to the theatre  market,  popularization of  national
drama, involvement of Turkic peoples’ directors in theatre productions, who
are close by language and mentality. The information wave of the festival
allows  national  theatres  of  Russia  and  other  countries  to  enter  the
international  theatre  market,  participate  in  foreign theatre  events,  i.e.,  the
festival  contributes  much  to  the  integration  of  the  theatres  of  the  Turkic
peoples in the world theatrical process.

Leading theatre groups from Europe, Asia, and the Russian Federation
are invited to participate in the festival to expand their creative prospects and
getting to know participants with outstanding contemporary performances
created outside the borders of the Turkic world.

Performances  by  E.  Nyakroshyus  (Lithuania),  A.  Vasiliev,  L.  Dodin
(Russia), A. Vidnyansky (Hungary), A.-G. Puche (Colombia), Ma Jen Hong



(China),  R.  Feodori  (Romania)  and other  directors  decorated  the  festival's
poster during other years and helped to increase audience interest among the
Russian-speaking population of Kazan and Tatarstan, as well as the Volga
regions.  Many  of  these  performances  were  first  showed  in  Russia  at  the
festival “Nauruz”.

According to the assessment of an independent expert group under the
Ministry of culture of the Russian Federation (executive Yu.Bolshakov),  the
festival “Nauruz” together with so named theatre and education forum is
one  of  the  ten  most  famous  and  popular  festivals  in  Russia.  Leading
specialized  foreign  and  domestic  publications  actively  write  about  the
festival. the Board of critics of the festival has been visited by leading theatre
experts of the country and the world during different years.

Traditionally, the festival “Nauruz” becomes a springboard for theatres
of the Turkic world to participate in other festivals in Russia and over the
world.  The "Nauruz" is  actively  visited  by  selectors  and  producers  from
Europe and Asia, experts of the Russian national theatre award the "Golden
mask"  and  other  festivals  of  the  country.  The  convenient  geographical
location of Kazan, tourist attractiveness and developed infrastructure of the
capital  of  Tatarstan,  together  with  a  bright  and  rich  program,  give  the
festival "Nauruz" a special status and new prospects for development.


